The fact that the Majority Party in the House of Delegates refuses to address our transportation
needs in a meaningful way will severely handicap our state as we seek to maintain our
prosperity. It is heartening to see business leaders and concerned citizens throughout the
Commonwealth, standing up for what all of us know is the right direction for our future. The
longer we delay creating meaningful, sustainable transportation funding, the more we jeopardize
our economy.

When we as a government fail to facilitate economic success for our businesses, we jeopardize
not only our citizens' jobs, but we negate all of the other accomplishments that we have achieved
here in Virginia in the last several years. Transportation is important not only because it impacts
the ability of our businesses to move goods and services, it threatens education, public safety,
health care, and the environment. We have seen dramatic investment and improvement in these
areas, but if we now fail to make similar progress on transportation, much of it will have been for
naught. All of these issues are part of a bigger picture: economic prosperity allows us to succeed
in each of these areas and we cannot succeed in each individual one, without ensuring the
prosperity of them all. Transportation is the one area that we have long-neglected and the time is
now. Not only must our businesses must be able to deliver their products, but our school
systems must be able to efficiently get our children to and from school, our ambulances must be
able to transport us quickly to hospitals and our public safety officials must be able to protect us
in emergencies.

I will do all I can to ensure that transportation funding is put in place that will secure our future
as the best-managed and most business friendly state in the union.

Sincerely,

Lwnd
Delegate Dave Marsden, 41* District, Virginia House of Delegates
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